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LPN IV Therapy 

Welcome to Crenshaw Community Hospital.  We want all our nurses to be comfortable in the skills they 
may need to perform at our facility.  The following study guide will help you understand our LPN IV 
Therapy policy.  Please study the guide as you will be tested on this material.  We require all LPNs to 
become certified in IV Therapy if you are being hired for a role in a unit where you may be required to 
perform IV Therapy.  There is an initial certification process that includes a checkoff sheet that you need 
to print (included in this study guide), and you will need to recertify annually.  If you have any questions, 
please consult with your department manager. 

Thank you! 

Tim Hopper 
Director of Education 
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ADMINISTRATION OF INTRAVENOUS THERAPY 
BY LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES 

 
Purpose: 
To provide guidelines for the LPN to administer IV therapy in compliance with the 
Alabama Board of Nursing requirements regarding competency, as outlined in the 
Standards of Nursing Practice, 610-X-6-14. 
 
Policy: 
LPNs who are employed by Crenshaw Community Hospital must demonstrate 
competence in and knowledge of the principles of IV therapy by meeting the following 
requirements for advanced training: 

1. Initially completing the CCH IV Skills Written Competency with his/her unit 
manager and with a Registered Nurse checking and signing off the skills as they 
are completed, scoring at least 85% on the written test. 

2. LPNs who have taken the initial advanced IV therapy education including theory 
and have successfully completed and documented (3) IV starts must repeat an 
annual refresher course with the same requirements of the initial course.  This 
annual refresher course will be due each calendar year and is the responsibility of 
the LPN to ensure it is completed. 

3. Completed certifications and recertifications will be maintained in the Education 
central employee file.   



Crenshaw Community Hospital              
Initial Skills Competency: LPN IV THERAPY 
 
Name: ____________________________   Date: __________________________ 
 
Home Unit: £ED £Med/Tele £Surgery   Manager: ______________________ 
 

 
 
____________________________________   
LPN Signature     
 
____________________________________ 
Insertion #1 RN Preceptor Signature 
 
____________________________________ 
Insertion #2 RN Preceptor Signature 
 
____________________________________ 
Insertion #3 RN Preceptor Signature 

 Yes No Preceptor 
Initial 

1. Recognizes the hospital policy regarding LPN IV Therapy and 
Alabama Board of Nursing LPN Scope of Practice 

a. Successful completion of an organized program of study 
b. Supervised clinical practice 
c. Demonstrated clinical competence according to hospital 

policy. 

   

2. Has completed the following initial training: 
a. Anatomy and physiology 
b. Fluid and electrolyte balance 
c. Equipment and procedures used in IV therapy 
d. Complications, prevention, and nursing intervention 
e. The introduction of a peripheral intravenous device on an 

adult patient 
f. Setup, replacement, and removal of intravenous tubing 

for gravity flow and/or pump infusion 
g. Intravenous fluid infusion calculations, and adjustment of 

flow rates on intravenous fluids, and administration of 
intravenous medications by piggyback. 

h. Procedures for reconstituting and administering 
intravenous medications via piggyback including but not 
limited to pharmacology, compatibilities, and flow rates. 

   

3. Documentation of the procedures associated with IV Insertion, 
therapy, and removal. 

   

    
Initial observation by qualified RN required Employee Date RN Initials 

1. Initial insertion of peripheral IV access under direct supervision 
of qualified RN  

   

2. Second insertion of peripheral IV access under direct 
supervision of qualified RN  

   

3. Third insertion of peripheral IV access under direct supervision 
of qualified RN  

   



} 

) 

LPN 
IV THERAPY 

STUDY GUIDE 
FOR NURSES 

In order to comply with the rules and regulations set forth by the Alabama Board of Nursing, 
the LPN must show competency in IV therapy and must maintain this competency with periodic 
documentation. At CCH, this will be accomplished by successful completion of this self-study 
course, and three documented successful IV starts per year.  It is the responsibility of the LPN to 
complete the competency paperwork and submit to his/her Manager annually. 

CRENSHAW COMMUNITY HOSPITAL



LPNs are able to participate in IV therapy in accordance with the following guidelines: 

The Alabama Nurse Practice Act, Code of Alabama, 1975, § 34-21-1, Standards of Nursing 
Practice, Section 610-X-6-.14: 
Intravenous (IV) Therapy by Licensed Practical Nurses. 
(1) A licensed hospital may develop a standardized procedure, as defined in Rule 610-X-6-.12,
for intravenous (IV} therapy by a licensed practical nurse.
(2) The minimum requirements for a licensed practical nurse to perform IV therapy includes
successful completion of an organized program of study, supervised clinical practice, and
demonstrated clinical competence, initially and at periodic intervals according to the
requirements of Rule 610-X-6-.12.
(3) The minimum training for the licensed practical nurse that performs selected tasks
associated with IV therapy shall include:
(a) Anatomy and physiology
(b) Fluid and electrolyte balance
(c) Equipment and procedures utilized in intravenous therapy
(d) Complications, prevention, and nursing intervention
(e) Introducing a peripheral intravenous device on an adult patient
(f) Set-up, replacement, and removal of intravenous tubing for gravity flow and/or pump
infusion
(g) Intravenous fluid infusion calculations, and adjustment of flow rates on intravenous fluids,
and administration of intravenous medications by piggyback
(h) Procedures for reconstituting and administering intravenous medications via piggyback
including but not limited to pharmacology, compatibilities and flow rates

References for the self-study course: 

Manual of Nursing Practice (8th ed.)(2006). Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. 

Alabama Nurse Practice Act, Code of Alabama, 1975, Standards of Nursing Practice, Section 
610-X-6-.14. Retrieved from: http://www.abn.state.al.us/Content.aspx?id=130

Phillips, L: Manual of IV Therapeutics, ed. 4. F.A.Davis, Philadelphia, 2005. 

Centers for Disease Control, MMWR, Vol. 51, No. 32, Appendix B, "Summary of Recommended 
Frequency of Replacements for Catheters, Dressings, Administration Sets, and Fluids. Retrieved 
from: http:ijwww.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/wk/mm5132.pdf 


























